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Citations and explanations 

The Invention set forth in claims 1 to 4. 7 and 12 
lacks no^.elty in the light of docuitient 1 (Microfilm of the 
specification and drawings annexed to the crapanese Utility 
Model Application No. 27492/1991 (I«id-qpen Wo. 
123775/1992) (Fuji Kiko Co., Ltd.), 10 iToveBdber 1992 
(Family: none) ) . 

Document 1 (particularly [fig. 3] and paragraph 
[0011], etc.) sets forth a vehicle steering telescopic 
shaft the same as the invention set forth in this 
application. 

The invention set forth in claims 8 to 10 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of document 1. 

Determining the interval at which the "preloading 
sections" are disposed is a matter which would be 
determined as necessary by a person skilled in the art 
according to the shape of the "male shaft-, etc. 

The invention set forth in claim 11 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document l. 

Rolling elements comprising spherical bodies are 
merely a known feature in vehicle steering telescoping 
shafts (see, for example, 2001^50293 A (Nagam Prance 
BA) , 23 February 2 001 & EP 1065397 A & tJS 6343993 A, JP 
Fonp PCrVIPhA/4«9 ^»oxV) QamayU^ ~ — ~ ■ • 
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2000-38142 A (Daimler Chrysler AG.), 8 February 2000 & DB 
19824477 A, etc.) . 



The invention set forth in claim 13 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document 1 and document 
2 (JP 11^311256 A (NSK Ltd.), 9 November 1999 (Family, 
none) ) . 

Document 2 (paragraph [0032] and [fig. 3]) sets 
forth a feature wherein "the outer peripheral part of the 
male shaft- or the "inner peripheral part of the female 
shaft" are formed of a solid lubricating membrane. 
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